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Tony Keys

The key files

Following the theme of co-operation included in the article 
in the March/April 2009 issue of the Wine Industry 
Journal, I gathered a team of 11 wine drinking consumers 

- six male and five female - based in and around the town of 
Bangalow in northern NSW and presented them with 21 wines, 
served blind, divided into three brackets of seven.

There was a spread of ages – 50% in the 30s to 50s range and 
50% in their 60s. The panelists’ occupations were also across 
the board, including a retired microbiologist, teachers, a writer, 
tourism officer, film producer, etc. The women admitted to 
drinking wine on slightly more days in the week than men, 
rating an average of 5.6 days, with the men closely behind at 
5.5. What was not asked was the amount each person drank.

Three of the 11 said they spent $10-$15 on a daily bottle of 
wine; the remaining eight were in the $15-$20 bracket. When 
it came to buying a bottle for a special occasion, nearly all the 
men went up the scale - one each at a top of $25, $40, $50, $60 
and $150. As there were some couples among the panel, perhaps 
the women left it to the men to buy the special bottles (other 
reports have borne this out): one woman put a limit of $30, 
another two at $100. 

There was disappointment from both sexes that there were no 
reds to taste, however, that was deliberate on my part - mixing 
a red and white tasting while asking for scores and looking for 
any emerging patterns I feel does not work.  

They were given the following information: all wines were 
from the 2008 vintage, all were Australian (a lie), and all fell 
within the retail price of $12-28. The first seven were Riesling, 
the next seven Sauvignon Blanc, and the final seven, rosé. The 
request was for them to mark out of 100 (there was a short 
explanation and the guide line that 85 was a sound average 
wine) and could they have a stab at the price.

First, the wines and my review, in order of tasting and 
including my opinion of value for money:

Riesling

Patina, Orange region Riesling 2008, $19, 12% v/v:
Light on nose, good mouthfeel. Youth is holding it back but 
plenty just starting to show for the future. 89 points now but 
will go higher with age and value for money.

Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’, Clare Valley Riesling 2008, 
$20, 12% v/v: 
Advanced on the nose but tight in the mouth; it’s all there but 
just needs time. 88 points and will go higher. Price is pushing 
it for immediate drinking but not if putting it in the cellar for 
a couple of years.

Cookoothama, King Valley Riesling 2008, $15, 12.5% v/v: 
Very approachable wine although spritzy; easy going and good 
to drink. 89 points and very good value for money. 

Grant Burge ‘Thorn’, Eden Valley Riesling 2008,  
$17, 13% v/v: 
Rather flat and dreary. 84 points and not, in my opinion, value 
for money considering what else is out there.  

Peter Lehmann, Eden Valley Riesling 2008, $19, 11% v/v: 
Gentle on the nose, great balance in the mouth. Just another six 
months in bottle will bring it out. 89 now, more points await 
down the track. Value for money.

Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’, Tasmanian Riesling 2008, 
$28, 8.5% v/v: 
It is what the maker says - fresh with spritz. It doesn’t offend but 
nor does it make much of a statement. 88 and extremely 
expensive.

Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’, Clare Valley Riesling 2008, 
$23, 10% v/v: 
Full in flavour; sweetness/acid in good balance. Very well made 
and an enjoyable drink. 89 points at the top end of the price 
and value scale. 

The Key Files tasting – Riesling, 
Sauvignon Blanc and rosé

Prepared for the Wine Industry Journal, Tony Keys recently conducted a tasting of white wines using 
a panel of regular wine consumers from northern New South Wales. The results of this session 
highlights consumer preferences of wine styles among this group, and demonstrates the co-operative 
view and how it differs from the individual.
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Sauvignon Blanc

d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’, McLaren Vale/Adelaide 
Hills Sauvignon Blanc 2008, $12, 13% v/v:
Light nose; a dry white wine. 84 points, very good value.

Sautjan 17, Strathbogie Ranges and King Valley 
Sauvignon Blanc 2008, $16, 12.5% v/v: 
Very broad flavours that did very little for me; an average, 85 
points. Fair enough value although shopping around will find 
better.

Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’, Western Australian Sauvignon 
Blanc 2008, $20, 12.5% v/v: 
Not Savvy-aggressive; good mouthfeel and length; 90 points. 
good value. 

Plantagenet ‘Omrah’, Western Australian Sauvignon 
Blanc 2008, $18, 13.5% v/v: 
A hard edge and short finish. 84 and pricy. 

 
Mount Riley, Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc 2008,  

$17, 13% v/v: 
Soft in style, travels across the palate well and a fair price. A 
reasonable average benchmark at 86 points.  

d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’, Adelaide Hills 
Sauvignon Blanc 2008, $19, 13% v/v: 
Great on the nose, plenty of flavour without getting out of bounds, 
which Savvy often does; well-balanced. 90 points and good value.

Nepenthe, Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc 2008,  
$23, 13.5% v/v: 
Plenty of flavour without ripping the taste buds apart. 89 points, 
at the top end of price.

Rosé

Innocent Bystander, Yarra Valley Pinot Noir rosé 2008, 
$20, 13% v/v: 
Pretty pink and bland. 84 points and I thought it was expensive.

Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’, McLaren Vale Sangiovese rosé, 
$16, 13% v/v: 
Light on the nose but flavour is bigger than expected. 87 and 
fair value.

 
Mad Fish, Western Australian Sangiovese Cabernet 

Franc rosé 2008, $19, 13% v/v: 
Sound wine, clean and easy going. 85 points, pushing it price 
wise. 

Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’, Adelaide Hills Sangiovese 
Grenache rosé 2008, $15, 11.5% v/v: 
Missed every point of interest for me and even at $15, I thought 
it was expensive. 83 points. 

Peter Lehman, Barossa rosé 2008, $16.50, 12.5% v/v: 
Good texture and some character. 88 points and good value. 

Wines listed in order of tasting
Tony Keys 

points

Average  all 

points 

Average ex 

Tony Keys
Female average Male average

Riesling

Patina 89 83 82.45 82.8 82.16

Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’ 88 82.25 81.72 81.4 82

Cookoothama 89 86.08 85.81 82.8 88.33

Grant Burge ‘Thorn’ 84 85.83 86 83.6 88

Peter Lehmann 89 86.66 86.45 84.2 88.33

Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ 88 81.08 80.45 78.2 82.33

Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’ 89 83.33 82.81 80.6 84.66

Sauvignon Blanc

d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ 84 84.66 84.72 87.4 82.5

Sautjan 17 85 83.58 83.45 84.6 82.5

Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ 90 81.41 80.63 76.4 84.16

Plantagenet ‘Omrah’ 84 86.16 86.36 87 85.83

Mount Riley 86 86.33 86.36 87.4 85.5

d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’ 90 86.66 86.36 87 85.83

Nepenthe 89 85.58 85.27 86.4 84.33

Rosé

Innocent Bystander 84 82.66 82.54 82.4 82.66

Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’ 87 82.08 81.63 82 81.33

Mad Fish 85 82 81.72 81.4 82

Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’ 83 84.16 84.27 84.2 84.66

Peter Lehman 88 84 83.63 82.4 84.66

Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’ 90 84.66 84.18 82.2 85.83

Freeman Rondo 83 82.41 82.36 80.4 84
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Male and Female 1 to 21, excluding Tony Keys  Tony Keys 1 to 21

Peter Lehmann Riesling 86.45 Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ Sav 90
d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’ Sav 90

Plantagenet ‘Omrah’ Sav 86.36 Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’ Riesling 90
Mount Riley Sav 86.36
d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’ Sav 86.36 Patina Riesling 89
Grant Burge ‘Thorn’ Riesling 86 Cookoothama Riesling 89

Peter Lehmann Riesling 89
Cookoothama Riesling 85.81 Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’ Riesling 89
Nepenthe Sav 85.27 Nepenthe Sav 89
d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ Sav 84.72 Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’ Riesling 88
Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’ rosé 84.27 Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ Riesling 88
Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’ rosé 84.18 Peter Lehman rosé 88
Peter Lehman rosé 83.63 Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’ rosé 87
Sautjan 17 Sav 83.45

Mount Riley Sav 86
Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’ Riesling 82.81
Innocent Bystander rosé 82.54 Sautjan 17 Sav 85
Patina Riesling 82.45 Mad Fish rosé 85
Freeman Rondo rosé 82.36

Grant Burge ‘Thorn’ Riesling 84
Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’ Riesling 81.72 d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ Sav 84
Mad Fish rosé 81.72 Plantagenet ‘Omrah’ Sav 84
Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’ rosé 81.63 Innocent Bystander rosé 84
Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ Sav 80.63 Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’ rosé 83
Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ Riesling 80.45 Freeman Rondo rosé 83

Female 1 to 21 Male 1 to 21

d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ Sav 87.4 Cookoothama Riesling 88.33
Mount Riley Sav 87.4 Peter Lehmann Riesling 88.33
d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’ Sav 87 Grant Burge ‘Thorn’ Riesling 88
Plantagenet ‘Omrah’ Sav 87

Plantagenet ‘Omrah’ Sav 85.83
 Nepenthe Sav 86.4 d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’ Sav 85.83

Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’ rosé 85.83
Sautjan 17 Sav 84.6 Mount Riley Sav 85.5
Innocent Bystander rosé 82.4
Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’ rosé 84.2  Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’ Riesling 84.66
Peter Lehmann rosé 84.2 Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’ rosé 84.66

Peter Lehman rosé 84.66
Grant Burge ‘Thorn’ Riesling 83.6 Nepenthe Sav 84.33

Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ Sav 84.16
Patina Riesling 82.8 Freeman Rondo rosé 84
Cookoothama Riesling 82.8
Peter Lehman rosé 82.4 Innocent Bystander rosé 82.66
Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’ rosé 82.2 Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ Riesling 82.33
Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’ rosé 82 d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ Sav 82.5

Sautjan 17 Sav 82.5
Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’ Riesling 81.4 Patina Riesling 82.16
Mad Fish rosé 81.4 Mad Fish rosé 82

Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’ Riesling 82
Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’ Riesling 80.6
Freeman Rondo rosé 80.4 Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’ rosé 81.33
Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ Riesling 78.2
Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ Sav 76.4

Sorting the wines into order – most liked to least liked - it starts to get really interesting, seeing who prefers what and the 
differing scores. 
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Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’, Clare Valley rosé 2008, $18, 13.5% v/v: 
Good savoury edge to the wine, makes its presence known as it 
travels across the palate. 90 points and good value.

Freeman ‘Rondo’ rosé 2008, $20, 14% v/v: 
Apart from being broad the flavours didn’t sit well for me. The 
whole seemed out of kilter as it traveled across the palate. 83 and 
not value to me.

Whether readers like the wine reviews or not, they are my 
stated opinion and were published not just here but in The Key 
Review of Wine. However, the point of this article is to see the 
co-operative view and how it differs from the individual. 

 
My points range from 83 to 90 (a span of seven) with two main 

blocks at 84 and 89. The 11 members of the consumer tasting 
panel have an average run from just over 80 but remain under 87. 
Rounding out brings it also to a span of seven points, although 
being exact, it is a shade tighter than my marks. The women on 
their own run from an average low of 76.4 to a high of 87.4, giving 
a span of 11, while the men alone span an average seven points. 

Interesting differences stood out: I rated Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ 
Western Australian Sauvignon Blanc 2008 highly. The men had 
it in the middle but one woman marked it down so hard (giving 
it 60) that the wine ended up second from the bottom on the 
overall ranking. Is that fair? Yes. The remaining four women rated 
it an average of 80.5, which pushed it up the scale a bit, but not a 
lot.

Also, note the top six places on the women’s list went to 
Sauvignon Blanc. The lie I told was about Mount Riley Sauvignon 
Blanc, as it comes from New Zealand and was the only non-
Australian wine. As can be seen, it scored well with women being 
the equal highest pointed wine; men had it down the list at seventh 
place. I had it 13th but my overall points were higher. In the male/
female combined list, it was equal second with two other Sauvignon 
Blancs. 

The top three on the men’s list were Riesling; overall, rosé 
preformed poorly. Giving the tasters the perimeters of $12 and $28 

and asking them to price the wine within those produced interesting 
results. Many wineries use the hackneyed phrase ‘over-deliver’; the 
reality is that only the consumer can confirm that. 

On the right, is a table that shows the percentage of tasters who 
picked a price greater than the winery-set price. From this 
information, there is little doubt that those 11 consumers found 
d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ Sauvignon Blanc outstanding 
value for money. Conversely, only one taster got within $8 of 
Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ Riesling - the rest assuming it was $10 
(or more) cheaper.

If there is a conclusion to this tasting, it is that women like 
Sauvignon Blanc. As they buy much of the daily wine requirements 
for a household, it goes a long way to explaining why Chardonnay 
has been taken over by Sauvignon Blanc, especially New Zealand 
Sauvignon Blanc, as the number one white variety sold in 
Australia. 

t h e  k e y  f i l e s

d’Arenberg ‘The Stump Jump’ Sav  $ 12 100%
Cookoothama Riesling  $ 15 81.8%
Chain of Ponds ‘Novello’ rosé  $ 15 81.8%
Plantagenet ‘Omrah’ Sav  $ 18 72.7%
Grant Burge ‘Thorn’ Riesling  $ 17 63.6%
Chapel Hill ‘il Vescovo’ rosé  $ 16 63.6%
Peter Lehman rosé  $ 16 63.6%
Sautjan 17 Sav  $ 16 54.5%
Claymore ‘Déjà Vu’ rosé  $ 18 54.5%
d’Arenberg ‘The Broken Fishplate’ Sav  $ 19 54.5%
Freeman Rondo rosé  $ 20 45.5%
Mount Riley Sav  $ 17 45.5%
Nepenthe Sav  $ 23 36.4%
Innocent Bystander rosé  $ 20 36.4%
Peter Lehmann Riesling  $ 19 36.4%
Patina Riesling  $ 19 27.3%
Claymore ‘Joshua Tree’ Riesling  $ 20 18.2%
Mad Fish rosé  $ 19 18.2%
Tyrrell’s ‘Lost Block’ Sav  $ 20 0.9%
Stefano Lubiana ‘Alfresco’ Riesling  $ 28 0%
Leasingham ‘Bin 8 K.S.’ Riesling  $ 23 0%

Subscribe today at www.winebiz.com.au or call (08) 8369 9500.

The Australian and New Zealand Wine Industry Journal provides the 
latest information and research outcomes in winemaking and wine business, 

plus, it examines a specific varietal or wine style in its Varietal Report, 
including an extensive tasting to capture a snapshot of the current style 

being produced by Australian and New Zealand wineries. 

How well do you know your wine 
varieties?
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